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JVdiUh BernTUein, Carroll DVnham, Alia Ali, and TomaThi JackTon Ualk aboVU XhaU goU Uhem 
UhroVgh 2020.
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DeTpiUe Uhe diêcVlUieT and reTUricUionT impoTed Vpon gallerieT and mVTeVmT bZ Uhe 
pandemic, manZ arUiTUT conUinVed Uo Xork and eYhibiU. Among Uhe arUiTUT Xho
mainUained a bVTZ pracUice in 2020 Xere Alia Ali, JVdiUh BernTUein, Carroll DVnham, and 
TomaThi JackTon, Xho all VnderUook neX projecUT, parUicipaUed  in UalkT, opened 
mVlUiple in-perTon and online eYhibiUionT, and foVnd XaZT Uo oWercome Uhe phZTical and 
menUal barrierT UhaU aroTe for manZ creaUiWeT oWer Uhe Zear. 

The arUiTUT Thared bZ email Uhe impacU of Uhe ZearÉT manifold criTeT on Uheir arU and Uhe 
challengeT of Xorking in 2020. The reTponTeT beloX haWe been ediUed for lengUh and 
clariUZ.

Î

IMPACT ON MOTIVATION AND PRACTICE

JVdJUI BFSOTUFJO: IUÉT alXaZT TVper imporUanU Uo me Uo conUinVe mZ Xork, moTUlZ for 
mZ oXn TaniUZ and alTo for mZ legacZ. IUÉT hard Uo make arU becaVTe Uhere iT a malaiTe, a 
depreTTion, UhaU iT endemic Uo UhiT Uimeframe, XiUh Uhe WirVT, all Uhe deaUhT acroTT Uhe 
US and Uhe globe, Uhe elecUion fren[Z, and Uhe economic doXnUVrn. ThiT Uimeframe haT 
Thone a TpoUlighU on TZTUemic raciTm direcUed UoXard people of color, in addiUion Uo Uhe 
injVTUiceT relaUing Uo Uheir healUh and economic iTTVeT. IUÉT an eYUremelZ UrZing Uime.

Natalie Haddad, "Four Artists Recall a Year to Forget," Hyperallergic, January 2, 2021.
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AMJa AMJ: COVID haT reWealed a loU aboVU Uhe people and inTUiUVUionT UhaU Xe are 
UaVghU Uo UrVTU moTU, like oVr goWernmenUT and healUhcare TZTUemT. WeÉWe reali[ed 
UhaU Xe canÉU relZ on Uhem and inTUead Xe haWe Uo relZ on oVrTelWeT. When Xe ènd 
oVrTelWeT in UheTe parUicVlarlZ WVlnerable circVmTUanceT, UimeT Xhen Xe feel To 
paralZ[ed, I Uhink UheTe are Uhe momenUT Xhen arU becomeT reallZ TVbTUanUial, 
TigniècanU, and qViUe liUerallZ moWing.



JB: MZ Xork haT alXaZT been poliUical, and haT alXaZT been driWen bZ an acUiWiTU
mindTeU. ThiT Zear XaT eWen more of a moUiWaUion Uo make mZ Woice heard. 

CaSSPMM DVOIaN: NoU in an obWioVT XaZ, bVU I aTTVme in hindTighU TVch UhingT 
mighU be more clear.

AA: ArU TeUT VT in placeT of emoUion and moUion. EYploring UheTe UhingT haT alXaZT 
been a goal in mZ Xork. I Uhink XhaU reallZ moUiWaUed me Uo conUinVe Uo be criUical 
aboVU XhaU iT happening XaT Uhe deTire Uo proWide alUernaUiWe XaZT of Teeing for 
people Xho areeYperiencing Uhe Xorld aT dZTUopic, perhapT for Uhe WerZ èrTU Uime. 

TPNaTIJ JacLTPO: We all jVTU kepU meeUing and checking in and haWing phone 
callT Uo ègVre oVU hoX Uo geU Uhe Xork done, eWen aT Tome deèniUionT changed 
beneaUh oVr feeU. I am TVpporUed eWen UhoVgh I cannoU phZTicallZ be XiUh mZ 
UeamT in NeX York CiUZ or LoT AngeleT righU noX. I donÉU feel alone Uoo ofUen. 
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JB: I made Tome painUingT UhaU dealU direcUlZ XiUh UhiT Uimeframe: XorkT 
relaUed Uo Uhe COVID-19 pandemic and Uhe Xord ÊcoronaË TpeciècallZ; XorkT 
haWing Uo do XiUh Uhe Black LiWeT MaUUer moWemenU and Uhe TVrge of proUeTUT 
TpVrred on bZ Uhe mVrder of George FloZd. AlTo inclVded Xere TeWeral anUi-
TrVmp painUingT UhaU Thine a lighU on Uhe corrVpUion, hZpocriTZ, and horror of 
hiT preTidencZ. I ThoX TrVmp for XhaU he iT: a fool and a monTUer capable of 
Uaking doXn oVr democracZ. Like CoVnU DracVla, TrVmp can conUinVe Uo 
reTVrface, noX and afUer he leaWeT Uhe WhiUe HoVTe. AT I Taid in mZ Cabinet of 
Horrors ThoX aU Uhe DraXing CenUer (2017), CoVnU TrVmp haT UVrned inUo  
FrankenTchlong! 

TJ: In Cambridge, MaTTachVTeUUT, I Xorked on a Tolo ThoX of neX XorkT on 
paper aU Uhe Radcliçe InTUiUVUe aU HarWard UniWerTiUZ,reUVrning Uo mZ reTearch 
inUereTU in Uhe hiTUorZ of Tchool deTegregaUion in Uhe UniUed SUaUeT. WiUh 
COVID-19 neceTTiUaUing immediaUe ThelUering in place, UhaU eçorU, XiUh mZ 
Ueam of TUVdenU reTearch aTTiTUanUT, became focVTed on Uhe pVblicaUion for Uhe 
poTUponed eYhibiUion, Xhich iT a collecUion of UranTcribed inUerWieXT 
condVcUed in iTolaUion and archiWal docVmenUT from Uhe liWeT of PaVli MVrraZ 
and RVUh BaUTon. 

AA: MZ Xork focVTeT, parUicVlarlZ oWer Uhe laTU UXo ZearT, on migraUion, 
borderT, and Uhe criTiT in Yemen, and obWioVTlZ UhingT UhaU haWe happened 
TociallZ and poliUicallZ oWer Uhe laTU Zear haWe reallZ açecUed UhoTe UhemeT. In 
UermT of naWigaUing parUicVlar ideaT in mZ Xork, inUellecUVallZ UhingT didnÉU 
change mVch. BVU UheTe recenU lockdoXnT in reTponTe Uo COVID haWe giWen me 
more room Uo concenUraUe, and Uo focVT on digging deeper inUo Tome of UheTe 
ideaT.

IU felU like Xhile eWerZUhing XaT aU a TUandTUill, iU XaT eYacUlZ Uhe momenU in 
Xhich Xe, aT arUiTUT, had an opporUVniUZ Uo do Uhe oppoTiUe. NoU Uo TUand TUill 
bVU Uo acUiWaUe neX narraUiWeT, ideaT, and UhoVghUT.
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TJ: ConUinVing Uo Xork haT helped me noU Uo deTcend inUo oVUrighU deTpair aU 
UimeT. SomeUimeT Uhe deadlineT are lifelineT. I didnÉU eYpecU Uo enjoZ Uhe TUVdio 
WiTiUT oWer Zoom XiUh TUVdenUT To mVch. TheZ Uake a loU of energZ. A loU. BVU I 
recall being To inTpired and VplifUed bZ manZ of Uhe WiTiUT and hoX Xe are all 
making XhaU Xe can XhereWer Xe are.

DVring Uhe emergencZ piWoUing UhaU happened in March and April, I did a loU of 
Uhinking and reUhinking aboVU hoX Uo creaUe acceTTibiliUZ Uo an eYhibiUion UhroVgh 
croTT-inTUiUVUional programming collaboraUionT, To I Xill haWe Uo reUVrn Uo UhoTe 
croTT-diTciplinarZ eYperimenUT aT Xell.

CD: I canÉU anTXer UhaU qVeTUion [of moUiWaUion] Vnder ÊnormalË condiUionT and I 
haWe no good anTXer noX. ArU appearT Uo be mZ ÊpVrpoTe,Ë and iU XanUT Uo be 
TerWed. I am WerZ aWailable aU UhiT poinU in mZ life To Uhere iT a loU Uo do.

CHALLENGES TO CREATING AND EXHIBITING ART

JB: So mVch iT online noX, and Xill remain To for qViUe a long period of Uime, 
eWen afUer Uhe pandemic iT oWer. For mZ HOT HANDS ThoX aU Uhe BoY [in LoT 
AngeleT], I obWioVTlZ didnÉU UraWel Uhere for Uhe ThoX. So Xe inTUalled iU enUirelZ 
oWer FaceTime.
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TJ: HoX do I make XhaUeWer Uhe Xork iT? HoX can UhaU Xork be made acceTTible
XiUhoVU large gaUheringT? WhaU do I need Uo make UhaU happen XiUhoVU 
endangering mZTelf or UhoTe I need Uo Xork XiUh? WhaU needT Uo go Xhere and 
hoX Xill iU geU Uhere?

JVTU a loU of UeamXork, paUience, UrVTU, profeTTionaliTm, and good cheer. A loU of 
agiliUZ and ègVring oVU neX TolVUionT UhaU Xe neWer imagined needing Xhen UheTe
commiUmenUT Xere made.

CD: The more challenging aTpecUT of mZ eYhibiUion in NeX York UVrned oVU Uo be 
Tocial, noU logiTUical: no opening, none of Uhe VTVal random encoVnUerT, To a 
compleUe abTence of Uhe VTVal cVeT UhaU make UhingT feel ÊrealË in Uhe arU Tcene. 
ThiT XaT boUh WerZ pVre and TVrpriTinglZ diTconcerUing, and gaWe me a loU Uo 
ponder.

AA: For Tomeone like me, Xho iT an immigranU and a migranU, Xhere mZ familZ, 
friendT, and menUorT liWe in diçerenU parUT of Uhe Xorld, I am alXaZT Uhinking aboVU 
Uhe logiTUicT of hoX mZ commVniUZ can eYperience mZ Xork.

WheneWer I ThoX mZ Xork in eYhibiUionT, I alXaZT Uhink aboVU hoX iU iT docVmenUed 
and hoX iU Xill reach Uhe people Xho cannoU acUVallZ leaWe Uheir homeT becaVTe of 
acceTTibiliUZ, or becaVTe of Uheir paTTporUT, or becaVTe UheZÉre banned from 
parUicVlar coVnUrieT. ThiT iT Uhe caTe XiUh mZ familZ in Yemen, Xho are banned from 
Uhe UniUed
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SUaUeT, and UhVT neWer be able Uo Tee mZ eYhibiUionT in Uhe US. IÉm alXaZT Uhinking aboVU
hoX mZ Xork iT docVmenUed To mZ familZ can TUill eYperience iU. 

CD: When Uhe lockdoXn TUarUed in March I XaT alreadZ eTTenUiallZ èniThed XiUh a groVp
of painUingT I XaT planning Uo eYhibiU aU GladTUone GallerZ in NeX York in Uhe fall. The
eYhibiUion ended Vp happening, a biU laUer Uhan originallZ inUended, bVU oUherXiTe aT
planned. I am making planT XiUh oUher gallerieT I Xork XiUh for projecUT oWer Uhe neYU
coVple of ZearT, aTTVming all planning noX haT Uo be TomeXhaU proWiTional bVU UhaU
UhingT Xill gradVallZ become leTT VnTeUUled.

AA: BecaVTe of Uhe lockdoXnT, Uhe eYhibiUion and pVblic programT [aU Uhe BenUon
MVTeVm aU Pomona College] haWe been organi[ed in TVch a XaZ UhaU caUerT Uo a mVch
Xider aVdience WirUVallZ. In a XaZ, UhiT haT alloXed for arU Uo UranTgreTT borderT Uo an
eWen fVrUher eYUenU. RaUher Uhan focVTing on Uhe negaUiWe XaZT COVID haT impacUed Uhe
arU Xorld, IÉm chooTing Uo embrace Tome of UheTe UhingT.



Digging inUo Uhe TUorZ of QVeen BelqViT of SabaÉa from 3000 ZearT ago inTpired me Uo 
diWe eWen deeper inUo oVr paTU, in order Uo reimagine radical fVUVreT 3000 ZearT from 
noX. Being able Uo Tpend Uime in RoTXell [ArUiTU-in-ReTidence program (RAiR), RoTXell, 
NeX MeYico] giWeT me a loU of room Uo draX oVU UhiT idea of Yemeni FVUVriTm. 

TJ: I belong Uo mVlUiple commVniUieT and being among people organi[ing oVrTelWeT XiUh 
XhaU Xe haWe and Uhe generoTiUZ of UhoTe Xho TVpporU oVr eçorUT iT groVnding and
aêrming. MZ beTU friend inTpireT me dailZ XiUh her Xork UhaU cenUerT on economic 
democracZ for BIPOC commVniUieT. I knoX people in LoT AngeleT Xho faciliUaUe freTh 
food deliWerZ Uo commVniUieT in need and needle eYchange for people on Uhe TUreeUT 
TVçering boUh homeleTTneTT and crippling addicUion dVring all of UhiT. I am forUVnaUe Uo 
haWe eZeT and earT on people Xho are acUiWelZ Uaking UhiT pandemic TerioVTlZ, noU giWing 
Vp hope, and jVTU leading bZ eYample.

JB: Rage. Rage and depreTTion propelled me forXard. BVU alTo Tome hVgT and kiTTeT 
from mZ caU!

TJ: Before eWerZUhing changed I joined a drag band called DÉTALENTZ aU Uhe
SkoXhegan School of PainUing and ScVlpUVre in 2019. We creaUed a neX mVTic Wideo in 
iTolaUion from oVr locaUionT in foVr American ciUieT Ç oVr lip-TZnced inUerpreUaUion of 
QVincZ JoneTÉT 1990T claTTic foVr-parU loWe Tong ÊThe SecreU Garden.Ë [Î] We raiTed
$9,000 XiUh UickeU TaleT and oVr REPARATIONS TOUR 2020 concerU merchandiTe UhaU 
WaML UIF WaML 2020 diTperTed among Uhree BIPOC led commVniUZ organi[aUionT
focVTed on balloU proUecUion in Ohio, PennTZlWania, and WiTconTin. People in
aUUendance Taid iU XaT magical and UheZ coVld feel iU for daZT afUerXard. ThaU XaT
ama[ing.

SOURCES OF SOLACE OR INSPIRATION

AA: Being able Uo carWe oVU a paUh and a radical narraUiWe of poUenUialiUZ for YemeniT 
UhaU iT diçerenU from Uhe one of pain and TVçering. The idea of YFNFOJ FVUVSJTN iT a 
hVge inTpiraUion in mZ Xork. The noUion iUTelf draXT on diçerenU idenUiUieT, bVU alXaZT 
comeT back Uo oVr rooUT. 
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CD: MZ Xife and familZ, friendT, bookT, UeleWiTion, podcaTUT, YoVTVbe, and Uhe arU in mZ 
hoVTe bZ oUherT. Thinking aboVU hoX manZ UimeT in hVman hiTUorZ UhingT like XhaU
XeÉre going UhroVgh haWe happened and Uhe planeU TUill TpinT.

INSIGHTS FROM 2020

JB: Time keepT moWing forXard aU an eYUraordinarZ pace. And iU moWeT eWen faTUer for 
Tomeone Xho iT mVch older (78, in mZ caTe!).

AA: YearT ago, Xhen I TUarUed mZ career, one of mZ menUorT and dear friend SUephen Di 
Ren[a Uold me: ÊIf ZoVr focVT iT moneZ, Uhen happineTT maZ or maZ noU come. BVU if
ZoVr focVT iT happineTT, ZoVÉll geU eWerZUhing.Ë 

ThaU phraTe conUinVeT Uo be a compaTT in eWerZ deciTion I make. [Î] I Uhink UhiT Zear 
TUreTTed Uhe facU UhaU reallZ all Xe haWe iT oVr happineTT and Uhe people Xho are cloTeTU 
Uo VT. For me UhiT meanT Uaking care of one anoUher, conUinVing Uo cook, liWe, and giWe 
loWe in eWerZUhing UhaU Xe do. SVre, being an arUiTU iT a profeTTion, bVU iU iT alTo a XaZ of 
life. 



CD: Keep ZoVr Tide of Uhe TUreeU clean, and UrZ Uo be aXare of Uhe Uime.

Alia AliÉs exhibition FLUX ran from FebruarZ 21 to November 15, 2020, at the New Orleans 
Museum of Art, and in MaZ 2020 she completed her MFA at CalArts. Her current exhibition, 
PSPKFcU SFSJFT 53, at the Benton Museum of Art at Pomona College (September 1, 2020-MaZ 
16, 2021), features two large-scale installations, حب // LOVE and النجم الأحمر // The Red SUar; 
the latter includes her èlm مھجر // Mahjar and explores the theme of Yemeni Futurism. In 
collaboration with KimberlZ Varella of Content Object Design Studio, she produced a catalogue 
to accompanZ the Benton exhibition, with contributions from Rebecca McGrew, Daphnide 
Toussaint, and Michael Rakowit[. She is based in Los Angeles and Marrakech and is currentlZ 
a resident in the Roswell Artist-in-Residence program (RAiR) in Roswell, New Mexico.

TJ: Police brVUaliUZ iT indeed a pVblic healUh criTiT. Again and again. DeeplZ To. 
CompleUe TelèThneTT creaUeT chaoT. KindneTT eaTeT change.
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exhibition at Karma International in Zurich. ÊAnd in addition to all this,Ë she saZs, ÊI worked 
on new paintings! What a Zear!Ë

Carroll DunhamÉs current exhibition of new work opened at Gladstone GallerZ in New York 
on November 18 (through JanuarZ 9, 2021). The show was preceded bZ one of recent
monotZpes at Gladstone GallerZ in Brussels (March 13-JulZ 11, 2020) as well as an 
exhibition of paintings at Gerhardsen Gerner in Oslo (MaZ 14-June 20, 2020) and one of 
drawings from 1990 to 2009 at James Barron Art in Kent, Connecticut (FebruarZ 4-March 
1, 2020). Dunham has been exhibiting his paintings and drawings since the 1970s and has had 
nearlZ 100 solo exhibitions since 1980; in 2004 he received the Skowhegan Medal for 
Distinction in Painting. His work is included in multiple public collections worldwide. His 
collaboration with Judith Bernstein for King Kong maga[ine will be released this month.

In 2020 New York-based multimedia artist Tomashi Jackson won the Joan Mitchell 
Foundation Painters and Sculptors Grant and had solo exhibitions at Night GallerZ in Los 
Angeles (FPSFWFS MZ LadZ, JanuarZ 11-FebruarZ 8, 2020) and the Wexner Center for the 
Arts in Columbus, Ohio (LPWF RPMMFScPaTUFS, September 26-December 21, 2020), which 
examined the origins of democracZ and voter suppression. She is currentlZ conducting research 
for an upcoming show at the Parrish Museum (originallZ scheduled for 2020), part of a 
residencZ at the Watermill Center, and another at the Radcliçe Institute for Advanced StudZ, 
Harvard UniversitZ. Outside of visual art she is a member of adrag cover band, DÉTalent[, 
with former Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture colleagues, and in her free time, she 
relates, ÊI started a garden on our porch, which was the èrst time I ever kept things alive in 
pots and produced things that we could eat.Ë

Judith BernsteinÉs exhibition of new paintings, HPU HaOdT, opened at the Box in Los Angeles 
in October (through JanuarZ 23, 2021), and she held two online exhibitions in 2020, at Kasmin 
GallerZ and Venus Over Manhattan, both in New York. In addition, she produceda project, 
GASLIGHTING, for ArUforVm and participated in Zoom panels for the New Museum, the 
Jewish Museum, and several other institutions. Her work was included in the publications A 
WomanÉT RighU Uo PleaTVre bZ Amir Marashi and TrVUh Bomb bZ Abigail Crompton. She 
made videos for the New Museum, the BrooklZn Rail, the Box, and Kunsthall Stavanger in 
NorwaZ, and worked on a [ine with Carroll Dunham for King Kong maga[ine. A founding 
member of AIR GallerZ and a former Guerrilla Girl, Bernstein is preparing for a 2021 solo
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