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Ic i]e Sijd^d l^i] Taj Lel^h
SeMf-UaVghU TPSPOUP TcVMQUPS TaV LeXiT UaMLT abPVU heS SeQSeTeOUaUiPOT Pf bMacL 
ideOUiUZ, Xhich SedSeTT Uhe diTTPciaUiPO beUXeeO bMacL bPdieT aOd OaUVSe.
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by Caoimhe Morgan-Feir

I [^ghi cabe acgdhh Taj Lel^h¹h hcjaeijgeh dc Ichia\gab, l]ege ^i [eai a^`e bdhi d[ Tdgdcid lah e]did\gae]^c\ 
]eg gececi hdad em]^b^i^dc ¶[dga\ed, a^c¹i [gee· ai Sijd^d 223a. Heg ldg`h, l]^c] cdbb^ced cahi [^\jgaa 
hcjaeijgeh, [djcd db_ecih acd eaacih, lege aggehi^c\. Bji Lel^h ba^cia^ch a ]eaai]n h`eei^c^hb idlagdh i]^h 
inee d[ ec\a\ebeci l^i] agi, cdch^deg^c\ a fj^c` hcgdaa acd a L^`e id be a geaai^kean hjeeg[^c^aa [dgb d[ 
ec\a\ebeciµeheec^aaan jcdeh^gabae \^kec Lel^h¹h [dcjh dc baac` ^deci^in acd cage[ja aiieci^dc id hnbbda^hb.

“The cacti probably has the most symbolism in my work. I frequently use cacti to talk about
diaspora and black identity,” says Lewis. “They’re tropical plants that come from super-hot climates and 
they’ve been super-domesticated and they can survive anywhere in the world. And they also grow really 
prickly spines that act as preservation tactics.”

Lewis is 23 and self-taught. She’s a talented writer, but hated journalism school, and left it to focus on art 
instead. Lewis began showing in Toronto, and, in the last two years has had exhibitions at galleries 
including Katzman Contemporary, YTB Gallery, Edward Day Gallery and Sleep Center in New York. She 
will start 2017 in much the same way with a showing at 8-11.

Her Niagara Street studio, a shared underground space in a building full of artists who are under threat 
from imminent construction, is filled with past pieces from these works. But it’s getting a little too small 
for Lewis’s outsized ambitions—she wants to start working big. The places she works and lives in deeply 
affect her work. “Right now my practice is very much dependent on my environment, and I’ll use what’s 
available to me,” says Lewis. “So certain pieces I feel resonate with me much more and feel much more 
honest because they’re the pieces that I’ve created when I’ve run out of money, when I have no materials 
left. And so I literally go out and find things, and it’ll sort of force itself into creation that way.”
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