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Claire TaboXreW’V NeZ Self-PorWraiWV 
CapWXre Whe FragiliW\ of SoliWXde
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Portrait of Claire Tabouret by Guillaume Ziccarelli.
Courtesy of the artist.

Claire Tabouret, SeOf-SRUWUaiW (RUaQge), 2020. Courtesy of the
artist and Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art.

For WZo \earV, VWarWing in 2012, arWiVW Claire TaboXreW Zoke Xp each 
morning and painWed herVelf, brXVhing Whe lineV of her face and geVWXreV 
of her bod\ in ink on paper. OYer Wime, Vhe amaVVed oYer 700 Velf-
porWraiWV in WoWal, rendered in her looVe, We[WXred VW\le, each a Vmall noWch 
in Wime.

2276 E. 16th Street, Los Angeles, California 90021 nightgallery.ca 

Jacqui Palumbo, "Claire Tabouret's New Self-Portraits Capture the Fragility of 
Solitude," Artsy, October 26, 2020.



“It was a time where I didn’t have a fixed studio. I barely had a fixed 
liYing Vpace,y Vhe Vaid oYer a Yideo conference call from LoV AngeleV. 
Originall\ from France, TaboXreW moYed Wo Whe ciW\ in 2015 and began 
Zorking oXW of an air\ aWelier. kI ZaV conVWanWl\ camping oXW here and 
Where and I had a reall\ hard Wime índing m\ Vafe Vpace Wo creaWe and Wo 
painW, Vo I Whink WhiV riWXal helped creaWe a bXbble aroXnd me, like [a W\pe 
of ] proWecWion.y

Claire Tabouret, SeOf-PRUWUaiW iQ a RRbe (GUeeQ), 2020.
Photo by Marten Elder. Courtesy of the artist and Perrotin.

CODLUH TDERXUHW
PRUWUaiW ZiWh FeaWheUV , 2017
John Wolf Art Advisory & Brokerage
Sold

ɪoXgh Velf-porWraiWV haYe alZa\V been an inWrinVic parW of TaboXreW’V 
pracWice, laWel\, Whe\ haYe become her Vole focXV Zhile VhelWering
WhroXgh COVID-19. From NoYember 19Wh Wo December 31VW, Vhe’ll 
e[hibiW a groXp of Whem aW PerroWin’V Tok\o Vpace in a VhoZ WiWled
kLockdoZn Self-PorWraiWVy; concXrrenWl\, a VeW of íYe Velf-porWraiWV made 
before Whe pandemic, WiWled kMirrorV and ReîecWionV,y iV on diVpla\ aW 
Jordan SchniW]er MXVeXm of ArW in EXgene, Oregon, WhroXgh JanXar\ 
10, 2021.

2276 E. 16th Street, Los Angeles, California 90021 nightgallery.ca 



CODLUH TDERXUHW
MakeXS (Red aQd BOXe), 2016
John Wolf Art Advisory & Brokerage
Sold

CODLUH TDERXUHW
MakeXS (RibbRQV), 2016
John Wolf Art Advisory & Brokerage
Contact for price

kFirVW I painW a porWraiW of a child�nice and Wid\,y Vhe Wold FlaXQW in 
SepWember 2016. kɪen I coYer iW ZiWh makeXp aV one of a child’V írVW 
primiWiYe geVWXreV relaWed Wo painWing. ɪe makeXp iV aboXW painWing, bXW 
alVo aboXW Zearing a maVk. MakeXp, Zhen iW iV noW neaWl\ applied, can be 
diVWXrbing, and eYoke madneVV, or brXWaliW\.y

Toda\, her ZorkV are held in Whe permanenW collecWionV of Whe LoV AngeleV 
CoXnW\ MXVeXm of ArW, Whe MXVÑe deV BeaX[ ArWV de MonWrÑal, and Whe 
PÑre] ArW MXVeXm Miami, among man\ oWherV. ɪiV paVW JXl\, her painWing 
LeV dÑgXiVePeQWV (DiVgXiVeV) (2015), an XnVeWWling groXp porWraiW of children 
in coVWXme, Vold aW PhillipV Hong Kong for HK$3.5 million (US$451,600), 
oYer foXr WimeV iWV high eVWimaWe of HK$750,000. In OcWober, aW SoWheb\’V
Hong Kong, anoWher groXp porWraiW, Ǵe BlXe P\UaPid (2017), Vold for
more Whan doXble iWV high eVWimaWe, aW HK$2.7 million (US$357,647).

TaboXreW began receiYing bX]] dXring Whe \earV Vhe ZaV Zorking on her 
earlier, dail\ Velf-porWraiWV back in 2012. AroXnd WhaW Wime, Vhe had alVo 
begXn creaWing a bod\ of Zork baVed on childhood�painWingV WhaW
VhoZed brigadeV of nearl\ colorleVV adoleVcenWV confronWing Whe YieZer ZiWh 
draZn, acidic e[preVVionV, ofWen baVed on imageV foXnd online.ɪen, Vhe 
Zorked on a VerieV of porWraiWV of \oXng girlV, painW Vmeared like makeXp 
acroVV Wheir moXWhV and broZV, XnVeWWlingl\ diVplaced from Wheir feaWXreV.

2276 E. 16th Street, Los Angeles, California 90021 nightgallery.ca 



Claire Tabouret, SeOf-SRUWUaiW (dRXbOe), 2020. Courtesy of 
the artist and Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art.

Claire Tabouret, SeOf-SRUWUaiW (haQd), 2020. Courtesy 
of the artist and Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art.

Her recenW ZorkV WXrn inZard once again. kI índ WhaW for diìerenW
reaVonV in m\ life, I [haYe WXrned] Wo Velf-porWraiWV Zhen I ZaV alone�
eiWher choVen VoliWXde, or VomeWimeV noW choVen,y Vhe Vaid. kYoX make dXe 
ZiWh ZhaW \oX haYe and \oX haYe \oXrVelf.y In Self-PRUWUaiW (dRXble)
(2020), Whe arWiVW painWed herVelf WZice, hinged aW Whe ear, ZiWh Whick, 
hori]onWal brXVhVWrokeV, aV if one face Zere an impreVVion from Whe painW 
of Whe oWher. In Self PRUWUaiW (iQ Whe VWXdiR) (2020), TaboXreW lieV on a 
coXch, kneeV pXlled Xp Wo her bod\, Whe compoViWion biVecWed b\ Whe 
\elloZ Zall behind her.

kHalf of Whe painWing iV{WhiV abVWracW, maVViYe color of \elloZ. And iW’V 
kind of Zeighing on Whe bod\, Zhich iV diVappearing inWo Whe coXch,y Vhe 
Vaid of Whe laWWer Zork. IW’V kaboXW a Yer\ heaY\ feeling.y

Claire Tabouret, SeOf-SRUWUaiW (iQ Whe VWXdiR), 2020. Courtesy of the artist and Jordan Schnitzer 
Museum of Art.

2276 E. 16th Street, Los Angeles, California 90021 nightgallery.ca 



In WheVe Velf-porWraiWV, TaboXreW iV ofWen ZiWhdraZn, receding deVpiWe Whe
facW WhaW Vhe iV Whe onl\ ígXre in each compoViWion�beVideV her dog,
George, Zhom Vhe holdV in her armV, cloVe Wo her bod\. MXch of 
TaboXreW’V Zork haV inYolYed Whe d\namic of WZo or more people, bXW 
here, Whe onl\ perVon Whe arWiVW conWendV ZiWh iV Whe YieZer.

kI Whink m\ Zork alZa\V folloZV ZhaW’V going on�VomeWimeV in a more 
liWeral Za\, or VomeWimeV in a more meWaphorical Za\,y Vhe Vaid. kAnd 
righW noZ, Where’V no groXpV. I’m noW Whinking aboXW pro[imiW\ Vo 
mXch.y

Claire Tabouret, SeOf-SRUWUaiW ZiWh GeRUge (gUeeQ), 
2020. Courtesy of the artist and Jordan Schnitzer 
Museum of Art.

Claire Tabouret, SeOf-PRUWUaiW ZiWh GeRUge (GUeeQ), 2020. 
Photo by Marten Elder. Courtesy of the artist and Perrotin.

In paVW Zork, TaboXreW haV e[plored idenWiW\�or Whe loVV of iW�ZiWhin 
groXpV, aV Zell aV Whe WenVion beWZeen people in inWimaWe conWacW. In her 
WZo-parW VhoZ in 2018, kI am cr\ing becaXVe \oX are noW cr\ing,y Vhe 
repeaWed Whe formV of WZo people locked WogeWher, grappling one
anoWher in VlighWl\ diìerenW poViWionV, Wheir headV alZa\V WoXching.

kAW Whe Wime, I ZaV Wr\ing Wo e[preVV Whe diñcXlW\ of a hearWbreak and 
VeparaWion,y Vhe Vaid. kAnd Whe image I had in mind ZaV WhiV
impoVVibiliW\ of commXnicaWion, Zhen WZo people are banging Wheir 
headV againVW each oWher.y

2276 E. 16th Street, Los Angeles, California 90021 nightgallery.ca 



TaboXreW began Vearching Whe inWerneW for YideoV and imageV of animalV 
in combaW, loZering Wheir headV Wo meeW. ɪe oppoVing force of Wheir 
bodieV reminded her of ZreVWlerV. kOne iV pXlling and jXVW one iV Wr\ing 
Wo eVcape�and WhaW’V [like] a breakXp, becaXVe one ZanWV Wo leaYe and 
one doeVn’W ZanW Wo leW go,y Vhe Vaid.

In mXch of her Zork, Vhe noWed, Vhe haV painWed ígXreV Zho command 
aWWenWion and Wake Xp Vpace, from Whe allXring \eW ominoXV formV of 
\oXng ariVWocraWic Zomen in LeV DebXWaQWeV (DaUk BlXe) (2015) Wo Whe 
heroic VWanceV of Whe female VXbjecWV Zho appear in BaWWlegURXQd 
(2016) and Ǵe CiUcXV (2018).

2276 E. 16th Street, Los Angeles, California 90021 nightgallery.ca 



In WheVe neZ Velf-porWraiWV, Whe Velf-aVVXrance of Whe ígXre iV gone. 
TaboXreW, in painW, VhieldV herVelf behind her handV, hooded
VZeaWVhirWV, and George. kIW’V Za\ more aboXW doXbW and fragiliW\ and 
a deVire Wo diVappear,y Vhe Vaid.

TaboXreW poinWV Wo Whe inîXence of 20Wh-cenWXr\ SZiVV ZriWer RoberW 
WalVer, Zho VXìered a nerYoXV breakdoZn and ZiWhdreZ from Whe
Zorld Wo liYe in a menWal inVWiWXWion. InWereVW in hiV Zork ZaV reneZed 
decadeV laWer Zhen microWe[WV he had ZriWWen on looVe VcrapV of paper 
aW Whe VaniWariXm, WhoXghW Wo be mere VcribbleV, Zere deciphered and
pXbliVhed poVWhXmoXVl\.

Claire Tabouret, SeOf-PRUWUaiW ZiWh a HRRd (PiQk), 
2020. Photo by Marten Elder. Courtesy of the artist 
and Perrotin.

Claire Tabouret, SeOf-PRUWUaiW aW Whe WabOe, 2020. Photo by 
Marten Elder. Courtesy of the artist and Perrotin.

WalVer didn’W jXVW diVappear from Whe pXblic e\e; criWicV haYe noWiced 
WhaW VenVe of diVappearance e[WendV Wo hiV VW\le of ZriWing aV Zell. In hiV 
eVVa\V, German ZriWer and academic W. G. Sebald haV ZriWWen WhaW 
WalVer’V langXage khaV Whe Wendenc\ Wo diVVolYe Xpon reading, Vo WhaW 
onl\ a feZ hoXrV laWer one can barel\ remember Whe ephemeral ígXreV, 
eYenWV, and WhingV of Zhich iW Vpoke.{EYer\Whing ZriWWen in WheVe 
incomparable bookV haV�aV Wheir aXWhor mighW himVelf haYe Vaid�a 
Wendenc\ Wo YaniVh inWo Whin air.y

TaboXreW’V painWingV, Woo, haYe Whe qXaliW\ of ephemeraliW\, of reWrieYing 
memorieV from long ago�Whe colorV are VlighWl\ oì in Wone, Whe lineV

degrading aV \oX Wr\ Wo bring Whem Wo mind. S he likenV Vkin Wo Whe
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capricioXV VXrface of ZaWer�a connecWion WhaW haV VWa\ed ZiWh her Vince
Vhe írVW encoXnWered ’V ZaWer lilieV aV a child. kɪere’V VomeWhing
aboXW a hXman face.{[IW iV] conVWanWl\ in moWion, conVWanWl\ 
eVcaping, conVWanWl\ m\VWerioXV�and painWing alloZV me Wo painW WhiV 
VWaWe of [being] Xní[ed,y Vhe Vaid.
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Claire Tabouret, SeOf-PRUWUaiW aV a TiUed GROd MiQeU, 2020.
Photo by Marten Elder. Courtesy of the artist and
Perrotin.

CODLUH TDERXUHW
The GROd MiQeUV 10, 2017
Night Gallery
Contact for price

PainWingV, Woo, Vhe belieYeV, are neYer VWaWic, and iW ZaV her earl\
, Zhich haYe Vhaped her YieZV

on Whe mediXm. Her Velf-porWraiWV mark Whe paVVage of Wime for Whe 
arWiVW, bXW Whe YieZer, in reWXrning Wo Whe ZorkV, conWribXWeV Wo Wheir 
changeable naWXre aV Zell.

kPainWingV are noW dead objecWV,y Vhe Vaid. k[ɪe\] acWXall\ eYolYe�
Whe Za\ \oX look aW iW�becaXVe \oX’re going Wo change.{IW can be 
WhiV dialogXe WhaW WeacheV \oX WhingV \oXr Zhole life. A good painWing 
for me VhoXld be WhaW.y

e[perienceV ZiWh MoneW, and When ManeW

2276 E. 16th Street, Los Angeles, California 90021 nightgallery.ca 




