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Maintained as a function of Kandis Williams' multimedia art practice, 
Cassandra Press is a publishing platform and pedagogical resource that 
puts out books and holds classes, workshops, and art residencies.

E[hibition YieZ: The Absolute Right to E[clude: ReƁections on and Implications of Cher\l Harris' 
Whiteness as Propert\, Kandis Williams, Cassandra Press, LAXART, Los Angeles (28 Ma\Ř31 JXl\ 2021). 
CoXrtes\ LAXART.

The project is a singXlarl\ eſectiYe elXcidation of anti-Black racism's persistent 
strXctXring of the Zorld as Ze knoZ it. Best knoZn for an ongoing series of 
readers that compile Zide-ranging te[ts and images aroXnd sXch themes as 
'Faces of the Coloni]er', 'Cannibalism, Blackface, and Minstrels\', and 'DoXble 
ConscioXsness Then and NoZ'.

With classical philosoph\, pop cXltXre, and contemporar\ theor\, these readers 
make obYioXs the eYer-proliferating apparatXses of poZer that realise classed, 
gendered, and otherZise fXcked-Zith limits to liYing that are neYer not also 
raced.
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Nicholas Nauman, "Whiteness as Property: Cassandra Press at LAXART," 
OCULA, July 6, 2021. 



E[hibition YieZ: The Absolute Right to E[clude: ReƁections on and Implications of Cher\l Harris' Whiteness as 
Propert\, Kandis Williams, Cassandra Press, LAXART, Los Angeles (28 Ma\Ř31 JXl\ 2021). CoXrtes\ LAXART.

The Absolute Right to E[clude: ReƁections on and Implications of Cher\l Harris' 
Whiteness as Propert\ is Cassandra Press' installation e[hibition at LAXART in 
Los Angeles (28 Ma\Ř31 JXl\ 2021). A facile glance coXld sa\ the shoZ tXrns the 
galler\ into a reader. The Zalls are ƀlled Zith cXt-Yin\l te[t from Harris' 
groXnd-setting 1993 essa\, in Zhich Harris describes the legal-historical 
codiƀcation of Zhiteness according to its sXpremacist e[pectations.

Alongside the Harris e[cerpts are qXestions that proYoke deeper engagement: 
'Is the creation and secXring of propert\ inherentl\ Yiolent?' 'To Zhat e[tent 
does speaking of Zhiteness as something "possessed" and "gXarded" pXt the 
se[Xal pXrit\ of Zhite Zomen at the center of Harris' argXment?'

E[hibition YieZ: The Absolute Right to E[clude: ReƁections on and Implications of Cher\l Harris' Whiteness 
as Propert\, Kandis Williams, Cassandra Press, LAXART, Los Angeles (28 May–31 July 2021). Courtesy LAXART.
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More text, from floor to ceiling, lists web links to other crucial contributions to critical 
race theor\, as Zell as to articles and op-eds from all manner of media 
oXtlets.

Both sides of a Zall in the middle of the galler\ are coYered Zith hXndreds of 
internet images, pasted oYer each other's edges in an intense densit\ of 
memed celebrities, adYertisements, moYie stills, and historical artifacts: 
Kan\e West in his red hat, Zhite TikTokers sa\ing 'I Can't Breathe', MarYel 
heroes, Tra\Yon Martin, The Great Gatsb\, JesXs.

E[hibition YieZ: The Absolute Right to E[clude: ReƁections on and Implications of Cher\l Harris' Whiteness 
as Propert\, Kandis Williams, Cassandra Press, LAXART, Los Angeles (28 Ma\Ř31 JXl\ 2021). CoXrtes\ 
LAXART.

In LAXART's second room, neZ, perfect-boXnd editions of man\ Cassandra 
Press readers are aYailable for pXrchase and perXsal. People can take home a 
book of footnotes to the e[hibition.

As this description sXggests, the teeming te[t and images coXld tease a 
Yisitor toZard feeling sXbsXmed b\ a Zorld of reference and signiƀcation 
that one coXldn't possibl\ attempt to knoZ or map totall\. Which is the case. 
YoX are alZa\s alread\ occXp\ing inscriptions of predetermined meaning; 
the arra\ of Zords and pictXres is less disorienting than properl\ orienting.
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As so man\ scholars, actiYists, and artists haYe made clear, race is both a 
discXrsiYel\ elaborated ƀction and an embodied realit\. It is a point of 
conjXnctXre Zhere the meanings of poZer sort access to the stXſ of life on 
earth. The Absolute Right to E[clude simpl\ and palpabl\ emphasises the 
encoXnter betZeen the Yisitor's bod\ and te[t and image as Yessels of 
historicall\ ordained signiƀcation.

To Zit, I'm Zhite. I can dail\ commit to the e[haXstiYe decomposition of the 
anti-Black Zorld, bXt the Zhiteness attendant to m\ bod\ precedes and e[ceeds 
m\ indiYidXalit\. The shoZ's citational spiraling renders me a reference, 
limning m\ borders, their poroXsness, and their entanglements.

E[hibition YieZ: The Absolute Right to E[clude: ReƁections on and Implications of Cher\l Harris' Whiteness as 
Propert\, Kandis Williams, Cassandra Press, LAXART, Los Angeles (28 Ma\Ř31 JXl\ 2021). CoXrtes\ LAXART.

Harris Zrote 'Whiteness as Propert\' in response to the impeded eſorts of 
aƂrmatiYe action to eſect strXctXral change in U.S. institXtions. The essa\ 
e[amines race-centred legal cases, from Pless\ Y. FergXson to late 20th-centXr\ 
decisions on Zorkplace discrimination, to illXstrate the intractabilit\ of baseline 
norms that protect Zhite interests.

Her conclXsions are e[actingl\ argXed: post-Jim CroZ insistence on 
'coloXrblindness' jXst shores Xp pre-e[isting conditions that serYe Zhites at the 
e[pense of racialised others. Recent Zhite-Zing saliYation oYer 'banning' critical 
race theor\ is pathetic, predictable proof of the theories' Yeracit\, and Harris' 
essa\ is a classic.
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E[hibition YieZ: The Absolute Right to E[clude: ReƁections on and Implications of Cher\l Harris' Whiteness as 
Propert\, Kandis Williams, Cassandra Press, LAXART, Los Angeles (28 Ma\Ř31 JXl\ 2021). CoXrtes\ LAXART.

Harris begins the article Zith an accoXnt of her Black grandmother, Zho 
passed as Zhite for a job at a department store: 'She came to knoZ [her Zhite 
co-Zorkers] bXt the\ did not knoZ her, for m\ grandmother occXpied a 
completel\ diſerent place. [...] The\ remained obliYioXs to the Zorlds Zithin 
Zorlds that e[isted jXst be\ond the edge of their aZareness and \et Zere 

present in their Yer\ midst.'1

E[hibition YieZ: The Absolute Right to E[clude: ReƁections on and Implications of Cher\l Harris' Whiteness as 
Propert\, Kandis Williams, Cassandra Press, LAXART, Los Angeles (28 Ma\Ř31 JXl\ 2021). CoXrtes\ LAXART.

2276 E. 16th Street, Los Angeles, California 90021         nightgallery.ca



The Absolute Right to E[clude traces the preponderance of these Zorlds as 
the\ manifest in a present Zhich is neYer ZithoXt the past. This is no 
reYelation that dissolYes the boXndaries of Zhiteness as propert\; of 
Zhiteness as centred a[is in the mechanics of global order. That's all still 
enshrined in legal institXtions, and their structures of allocation continue to 
affirm white expectations for access to food, shelter, power, and lives that matter.

BXt Zith its Yast interte[tXalit\ and focXsed inqXir\, The Absolute Right to 
E[clude aestheticises rigoroXs indiſerence to the shroXds of linearit\ and 
closXre that histor\ still tires to impose. The e[hibition's radicalit\ is 
profoXnd; it is mXndane; it shoZs Zriting on the Zall. Ś[O]

1 Cher\l I Harris, 'Whiteness as Propert\', (Harvard LaZ RevieZ. Vol. 106, 

No. 8 : JXne 1993): pp. 1707Ř1791.
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